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the most determined nerve, they naturally concluded that the
permanent occupation of the country was to be the result of
so much persevering labour; and this impression becoming
stronger the more closely we approached the goal, interest
and inclination alike dictated the policy of conciliating their
future rulers by the manifestation of zeal ia the cause; and to
this feeling may we mainly ascribe the alacrity with which
the inhabitants of the district and city of Proine came forward,
and assisted in establishing the communication between the
advancing army and its then distant magazines at Rangoon,
which so materially contributed to the ultimate success of the
campaign.

loth. That illusion has now permanently vanished; they saw
us voluntarily retire frotn a country which we had expended
much blood and treasure in acquiring; the protection upon
the  continuance   of which   they had fully calculated9 was
withdrawn, and the vengeance of ao exasperated and barbar-
ous government fell upon them with unmitigated severitv;
the amnesty which had been stipulated for in the treaty of
Yandaboo, was only respected while the presence of the British
army rendered its violation dangerous; and it is but reasonable
to suppose,  that should circumstances ever again render it
necessary to retrace this line of operations, the remembrance
of their previous sufferings will render the people, for a time
at least, unwilling to identify their interests with those of
men, whose former conduct proved, that they had no inten-
tion of permanently retaining the country their arms had
won; and whose second withdrawal would subject those ren-
dering them assistance to the aggravated cruelties of their
merciless chieftains.

16th. Situated as we now are In the Tenasserim provinces,
with the unlimited command of their resources, and a force
of some strength so close as Moulmein, we should possess ad-
vantages from our altered position in this respect in again
advancing by Rangoon, which were wholly wanting on the
former occasion ; but the struggle must again commence at
this extreme point of the Burmese dominions, which is 446
miles distant from the capital; while on the route from Arra-
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